
Volunteering Project 
with BIR (Milan – Italy) 

 

Your Infopack 



What is the ex-EVS / 
Volunteering Project? 

 
The Volunteering Project is the European 
Comission programme which  enables young 
people, aged between 18 and 30 years old, to carry 
out a voluntary service for up to 12 months in a 
country other than their country of residence. It 
fosters solidarity among young people and is a true 
learning service. 
 
Both long term (2 to 12 months) and short term 
(less than 2 months), has a lot of potential for 
learning and it offers volunteers a real life 
experience. 
 



Who we are? 

BIR is an association founded in 23 July 1999 in Milan by 
Don Gino Rigoldi, with the collaboration of a group of 
citizens and some private associations. It is a volunteer 
non-profit association  as recognized by Lombardy 
Regional Government.  

Operational 
Volunteers 

during the year 

120+ 

Staff BIR 

8 
Action Countries 

Italy, 
Romania, 
Moldavia 

Collaborators 

191 

BIR actively collaborates 
with people, organizations 
and institutions, locally and 
internationally, providing 
patterns of change inspired 
by the logic of participation 
and sustainability. 



Our Mission 

The mission of the association includes interrelated 
dimensions.  
 
From one side there are protection and 
promotion of  children’s rights in Romania, 
Moldova and Italy, with particular attention toward 
the minorities who live in fragile conditions related 
to the abandonment, abused and to social 
marginality.  
 
While  on the other side there is the promotion of 
the active citizenship, especially among young 
people, within local and European communities, 
which suggests training and activation.   

Website: 
http://www.bironlus.eu/italia/ 
 
Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/bironlus/  
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Be our Volunteer in 2018 

The Volunteering project will include activities our volunteers have already experiment, 
such as support activities with children and teenagers, back office support, projects using 
sports as an educational tool, participation in meetings with one or more of our 
operational groups with other volunteers from the Milan and Como area.  
 

The novelty of our 2018 project is that we 
want to host 4 volunteers from 4 
different countries, this way creating a 
stronger international mix and developing 
intercultural competencies both in our 
volunteers but also through our organization.  

Moreover, we want to give the possibility to 
our volunteers to specialize on one main 
activity, based on his personal and 
professional goals and the needs of our 
organization. You should volunteer for at least 
30 hours per week. 



QDL Quelli del Lunedi 
Both in Milano and in Como, the 

group manages back office 
activities, promotion, fund-raising 

or events 

TestiCOM 
Promotion activities of international 
mobilities and active citizenship in 

high schools and universities   

BeccaBIR 
Workshops and recreational 

activities with young people in 
juvenile jail  

 

WIP Walk in Progress 
Open training during the year 

for all BIR volunteers 

 

Some of the Operation groups where you can volunteer include: 

Operational Groups 



Practical Information 

As volunteer you will receive: 
 

o Food Money which need to be proved by bills 

o Pocket Money which are used freely by the volunteer 

o Roundtrip Ticket from country of residence to Milan 

o Accommodation in a shared flat the social building  

     named ‘CN The HUB’ (www.comunitanuova.it/cn-lhub)  

     which includes: social enterprises, apartments mom/child,  

     community children, a meeting place for volunteers 

o Transportation Facilities in Milan 

o Online Italian Language Course (Erasmus+ platform) 

o Mentor and Tutor provide the support for the volunteer and  

     helps him to easily adapt into his new environment 
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Youthpass is the instrument to recognise non-formal 
and informal learning outcomes gained through 
Volunteering Project. 
 
The Youthpass Certificate confirms and recognises that 
the volunteer has carried out a service as a volunteer 
abroad. It also acknowledges that the volunteer has 
learned and developed during the voluntary service. 
 
Moreover, volunteers will receive four training courses 
(pre-departure, on-arrival, mid-term evaluation and final 
evaluation) during their voluntary period. These training 
courses are in place to prepare, support, and evaluate 
the volunteering experience. 
 
  More details about Youthpass here: https://www.youthpass.eu/en/  

How will my volunteering project be 
recognized? 

https://www.youthpass.eu/en/


What our volunteers say? 

“For the first time out of home for such a long 
period of time, in a big city, non in the country side 
as I was used to, also with an unknown 
roommate...I have asked myself many times if I 
have made the right decision. Maybe I don’t know 
the response yet, but I’m challenging myself 
everyday and I discovered that my limits are far 
beyond than I used to think, that I can achieve 
things I could have never imagined I could.” 

Elena, EVS BIR in Bucharest 

“The EVS gives everyone the opportunity to grow 
and to feel himself at help in supporting the 
development of the local community…. Equality 
and unity in diversity: these are the core 
ingredients to fix that ugly scourge called 
racial discrimination. Myself, I have realized that 
I have less prejudices: I feel that this experience it 
helps me better understand the dynamics of my 
own thoughts.” 

Marco, EVS BIR in Ramnicu-Valcea 



“Now, after almost three months here I can 
honestly say that I couldn’t even had thought 
about how much I would get to grow here, 
about how much I would get to discover and 
rediscover myself, about how this whole 
experience, the people I met, the work I do and 
the places I’ve seen have changed me.” 

What our volunteers say? 

“I’ve been taught to value experience. 
That’s the main thing that brought me 
here today, in this country that I’m 
beginning to  discover more and more, 
everyday, within this culture which I’m 
getting to love more and more, with these 
people who I’m getting to know, to 
understand, to cherish. ” 

Bea, our first EVS volunteer in Milan 

Read more stories from our volunteers on our blog: 
https://svebir.wordpress.com/  
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The EVS experience comes altogether 
with a new and exciting life in Milan, 
Italy’s most multicultural and diverse 
city, both capital of fashion and of 
business.  

Life in Milan 

From art and culture, shopping and design to 
Italian’s delicious cuisine, your EVS in Milan 
will be once in a lifetime experience, in a 
culture you’re going to fall in love with. Discover more about the city: 

http://www.wheremilan.com/ 
http://www.turismo.milano.it   
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Be our next 

Contact Details: 
 
• Website: http://www.bironlus.eu/italia/ 
• Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/bironlus/ 
• Email Address: coordinamento@bironlus.eu  
• European Youth Platform: 

https://europa.eu/youth/volunteering/organisation/939454507_en  
 

 

Volunteering Project isn’t a year in your life,   

it’s a life in a year  

VOLUNTEER 
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